Postoperative fever: to what is the body really responding?
The presence of a postoperative fever is not always indicative of an infectious process. Mild temperature elevation may be transient in nature and may arise from the body's response to tissue injury. Fevers that present from two to more than seven days after a surgical procedure may be caused by other physiological responses. Perioperative nurses can target nursing assessments according to the postoperative day on which the fever presents.